Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans focused on the following legislative efforts during the
2009 Spring Fiscal Session of the Legislature, and the outcomes are as follows:

Legislation

Position / Outcome

LEVEES

House Bill 61, sponsored by Representative Ernest Wooten,
proposed providing for the return to the Grand Prairie Levee
District (now the Plaguemine Parish Government) of the
properties located in the Bohemia Spillway taken by the Orleans
Levee District.

Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans opposed this bill and
testified in the Transportation Committee that in 1928 the
Orleans Levee District purchased this property from the Grand
Prairie Levee District, and has paid in full.

Outcome: This bill died on the House floor.

Senate Bill 153, sponsored by Senator J. P. Morrell, proposed
transferring control and maintenance of certain non-flood
assets, along with certain revenues of the Orleans Levee District
to the New Orleans City Park Improvement Association.

Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans opposed the portion of
this bill that designated 30% of the non-flood revenues of the
Orleans Parish Levee Board to be given to the City Park
Improvement Association.

Outcome: Senate Bill 350 was substituted for this bill. It
would have created a commission to study the non-flood
assets. This bill died on the House floor.

House Bill 796, sponsored by Representative Karen Carter
Peterson, proposed removing the parts of St. Charles and St.
John the Baptist parishes located east of the Mississippi River
from the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority
Board/East, reducing the number of members on that board
and modifying their professional requirements.

Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans supported this bill.
Outcome: This bill passed.

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION

Senate Bill 101, sponsored by Senator Troy Hebert, proposed
raising the homestead exemption according to the Consumer
Price Index, and was amended in committee to one-half of the
CPI.

Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans opposed this bill and
its amendment and testified in committee.

Outcome: This bill and its attached amendment failed to pass
through the Senate Revenue & Fiscal Affairs Committee.

MASTER PLAN

Senate Bill 75, sponsored by Senator Ed Murray, proposed
requiring a public referendum before the completed New
Orleans Master Plan was implemented.

Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans opposed this bill and
testified before the House Municipal, Parochial & Public Affairs
Committee.

Outcome: After passing favorably through the Senate, this bill
failed on the House floor.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
House Bill 311, sponsored by Representative Bodi White,

Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans opposed this bill and
testified in committee.




proposed limiting public access to records of internal
investigations of law enforcement officers. It could undermine
the purpose and effectiveness of the newly establish
Independent Police Monitor in the Orleans Inspector General’s
office.

Outcome: This bill did not pass successfully out of the House
& Governmental Affairs Committee.

ETHICS

House Bill 506, sponsored by Representative Greg Ernst,
proposed authorizing a municipality to establish an independent
operating account for funds to be used in support of a local
ethics entity, ethics review board or Office of Inspector General.
It would have also authorized any such entity to establish an
independent system of procurement procedures.

Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans supported this bill.
Outcome: This bill passed favorably through the House, but
failed in the Local & Municipal Affairs Committee of the Senate.

EDUCATION

House Bill 689, sponsored by Representative Karen Carter
Peterson, proposed creating the statewide Educational Facilities
Fund as part of the State Treasury. Its purpose was to provide
more funding for school facilities.

Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans supported this bill.
Outcome: Passed both houses, but died when neither body
adopted a Conference Committee report to address the
differences between the two bodies.




